
 



Thank you for your interest and time in considering DK Stars Competition Team for your child. In this handbook, 
we have assembled all of the necessary information you will need to help make the decision of if our competitive 
team is the right fit for both your dancer and your family.  
 
Please consider the following information carefully before committing to our program. Students auditioning are 
committing to the audition process and placement on our academy competitive team or continuing education in our 
Academy program. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact our staff with any questions:  

○ joria@dkdancepro.com 
○ tessa@dkdancepro.com  
○ 314-921-5800/618-433-9774 

 
Our Company 
DK Stars is a program designed for dancers who love to perform, compete, and desire a more intense level of 
training without the full commitment as our Elite Competitive Team (DKDPC). DK Stars is not just a dance 
education; it is a TOTAL EDUCATION. Dancers grow in confidence and competence through dance classes, 
rehearsals, community involvement, competitions, and more! 
 
For our auditions, you and your dancer will complete our DK Stars application.  
 
By filling out the audition application, you are acknowledging the policies and requirements for the team and 
accepting any placement given at the conclusion of auditions.  
 
Our Purpose 
The purpose of the DK Stars Academy Competitive Training Program is to provide our dancers with a well-
rounded and rewarding dance experience, allowing them to grow both physically and mentally. Giving our dancers a 
chance to experience the competitive side of dance without the full commitment of our DKDPC program. 
 
Our main goal within our competitive teams  is to use dance as a vehicle to teach life lessons that will have value in 
any vocation our dancers may choose when they leave our nest. Whether they dance professionally or not, we are 
providing life skills, teaching our students about all aspects of performing, helping them to become comfortable 
experiencing new things, and guiding them in learning to set and work intelligently towards achieving goals. We 
encourage our dancers to compare themselves not to others, but to who they were yesterday!  
 
Placement 
We are very careful when placing our dancers. We place them where we believe they will grow the absolute best. We 
know that each dancer wants to make the team, however, our first and foremost concern is placing your child in a 
class that will build his or her self-esteem, challenge them, and help them grow in technique and maturity.  
As dance professionals, our staff will place your dancer where he/she fits best.  
 
 
 
 
Attendance 
Participants are expected to be fully committed members.  
 
All rehearsals and performances are mandatory. Every member counts at every rehearsal and performance!  



 
1. If a dancer misses the last class before a performance or is not prepared for a performance due to absence, 

the ability to perform with the group is up to the discretion of the teacher and the Director. Competition 
fees paid towards the performance are non-refundable.  

2. If a class is planned to be missed, notice must be given via absentee form prior to or at the latest, the day of 
the absence. The student is responsible for learning all material missed by getting with another 
student or scheduling a private lesson with the instructor at the instructor’s private lesson rate. 	

3. All competitions are mandatory. If your child does not participate in one competition, they will not 
participate in the remaining competitions. If an injury has occurred, and the dancer misses competition due 
to injury, the dancer must be cleared to return to class (to dance full out) before they are put back in all 
routine. Competition fees will not be refunded if the deadline (per the individual competition) has passed 
for injuries only when the competition provides a refund. In the event the competition does not provide a 
refund, we are unable to refund the competition fees. 

4. Dress rehearsal before the first competition and any other rehearsals prior to the competition are 
mandatory.  

 
Dismissal  

1. If a dancer is dismissed or decides to leave the team after costumes are ordered and the student’s account is 
current, costumes will be the property of the student. If the account is not current, costumes will be the 
property of the studio until the account is at a zero balance. The studio will have the option to buy the 
costume(s) (if necessary) from the dancer to use for the group(s) for the remainder of the season.  

2. All company, costume, and competition fees are non-refundable regardless of the situation. In the case of a 
pandemic, refunded fees will be credited to student accounts if the fees are refunded to DK Dance 
Productions from the third party, ie. competition, costume company, etc.   

3. Students will be dismissed if payments are consistently late and not eligible for re-audition.   
4. If a dancer leaves the team prior to the end of the season, a fee will be owed to cover choreography and 

rehearsal time to re-stage routines. The fee schedule will be: leaving/dismissal July-August 31 - $75, 
September 1-December 31 - $100, January-June 30 - $150. 

5. Re-audition eligibility will be at the discretion of the Faculty and the Director for future seasons.  
 
 
Regular Season Classes 
Dancers in our DK Stars Program will be required to be enrolled in both our Ballet/Lyrical class and Jazz class. 
This will serve as their technique class. 
 
DK Dance Productions reserves the right to switch to a distance learning platform if ever the business is forced to 
close the building due to a state “stay at home” order issued by governing bodies. With this, it is in partnership with 
the parents, that students are expected to continue their training until the building reopens. Tuition will remain the 
same as the studio will provide as much or more distance learning opportunities during the building closure time.  
 
Class Attire 
Not only does uniform class attire allow the dance instructor to see the students’ lines and ensure they are using 
proper technique, but it also instills discipline, responsibility, and respect in the student. By not adhering to the class 
attire requirements, you are being disrespectful to the instructor and fellow classmates.  
 



Regular Season: During the regular season, all dancers must have all of the appropriate shoes for all of their 
classes, including ballet, jazz, dance paws, and tap shoes.   

1. Ballet Attire: All students are required to wear pink or skin tone tights, ballet shoes, and hair securely 
pulled back and out of their faces. All levels will wear black leotards. 	

2. All other classes: Dancers are required to wear either a black sports bra and black booty shorts/leggings or a 
black leotard and black booty shorts/leggings. Hair is to be up and secured. Tights are optional but 
encouraged. 

 
Private Lessons 

- DK Dance Productions encourages students interested in private lessons to improve technique or students 
who feel they need extra help.  

 
1. Students who are on the DK Stars are not allowed to receive private lessons from outside studios or 

choreographers. This does not include workshops, conventions, or master classes suggested by DK Dance 
Productions.  

2. Students who dance with the DK Stars are not allowed to dance with any other competitive team (outside 
of their school pom or cheer teams).  

3. Private lessons are booked solely through the front desk. Each private lesson is 30 minutes and only one 
private lesson is allowed per week so all dancers have the opportunity to book. Available times will be 
available at the beginning of each month. All lessons must be paid for in cash at the time of booking.  

4. All 30-minute lessons are $30.  
5. No private lessons will be scheduled if a balance is owed on the family account at the studio.  

 
Costumes 

- Costume fees are non-refundable.  
- Competitive costumes are ordered early in the season as some manufacturers have lengthy production times. 

The Competitive Faculty hand selects from a variety of companies to make sure our dancers stand out on 
stage. Each year, a variety of costumes are custom rhinestoned by the competitive parents. Specific 
rhinestones are selected for costumes. Those are ordered in bulk and sold in the Dancer’s Kloset for the 
convenience of our families and for a consistent look in the groups.  
 
Students will still purchase recital costumes and participate in recital with their lyrical and jazz class.  
 

 
 
Competition 

- Competition is a learning experience; it’s the knowledge that we gain, not necessarily the trophies that we 
win, that make us better dancers.  

1. DK Stars will compete in 2 regional dance competitions. 
2. All rehearsals, dress rehearsals, rehearsals, and competitions are mandatory for all students.   
3. One week prior to the competition, you will receive the Call/Performance Times email with all of the team’s 

times.  
a. Call times are when you are to be at the venue with the following finished: hair, makeup, costume, 

tights, and shoes on. The dancer is to be completely ready and ready to warm up with the team.  
4. All members of the team are expected to be on time for all events (or early).  
5. The Competitive Faculty will stretch and rehearse all dancers prior to the performance.  



6. Parents are asked to help their dancers stay focused by avoiding the warm-up area and having their dancer 
on time and ready to go at the call time.  

7. All dancers are required to stay at the competition through their last awards to represent their group and to 
be available if they are called for a finale.  
 

Parental Obligations 
1. A mother or female guardian (over the age of 18) is required to attend the dress rehearsal and all 

competitions to help their dancer in the dressing room. There are no exceptions to this requirement.  
2. A mother/female guardian will be required to work backstage at two of the shows at the recital. (If you wish 

to do more, we welcome that offer.) 
 
Financial Commitment  
Tuition Policy: The Registration Fee and the first month of tuition will be due at the time of registration. Tuition 
will be due each month for the upcoming month, ie. Tuition paid on August 15th will be for September, etc. The 
monthly tuition charge is present on the account on the 1st of the month and due on or before the auto pay runs on 
the 15th.  
 
A late fee of $10 will be assessed on the 16th of the month and 18% of the total balance will be assessed on the 
20th of the month. Any returned checks will be charged $35 and checks will no longer be an accepted form of 
payment for the account.  
 
We are unable to provide refunds for any classes, lessons, workshops, or performances that are canceled, moved to 
a virtual platform, or are unable to proceed as the result of governmental orders, natural disasters, or a pandemic. If 
a credit is provided by the third party and only if, the studio will credit the family account.  
 
Credit Card On File: All families will be required to have a current debit/credit card on file.  

● Tuition payments can be made in person via debit/credit, cash, or check on or before the 14th of each 
month to avoid the online processing service fee. If tuition has not been paid by the auto draft on the 15th, 
tuition will be drafted from the account. If the card is declined, a late fee will be assessed to the account on 
the 16th and forward until the balance is paid.  

● Costume, Company Fee, and Competition Fees: If payment has not been made during business hours in 
person or online prior to 11:00 am of the due date, the card on file will be charged for the amount owed.  

● If the card on file is declined at the time of the charge, a service charge of $20 will be applied to the total 
balance. Payment will need to be made by cash, money order, or debit/credit card in person the next 
business day (Monday).  

● Late fees will apply to all fees once the due date has passed.  
 

1. Tuition is always paid first on an account; as it is the lifeblood of the business.  
2. Costume payments must be made in order to place the orders for the costumes. Costumes will not be 

ordered without payment.  
3. Competition Fees must be paid before the student is registered.  

 
Late paying on tuition or any other fees over the course of the season will result in dismissal from the team and/or 
ineligibility.  
 
DK Stars Competitive Costs 



Company Fee ($75) - Due September 17, 2022 
The Company Fee is an annual fee that covers a variety of costs split between the team. The following items will be 
covered by this fee over the course of the season:  

● Purchase and editing of music 
● Printing costs throughout the season 
● Payroll for rehearsals 
● Payroll for competition and any fees incurred related to competition 
● Company T-shirt 
● Administrative fees incurred by staff during the season include but are not limited to costume selection, and 

registering for competition 
● Training and continuing education specific to our competitive programming.  

 
Costume Fees 
Once costumes have been ordered, the fees paid are non-refundable. Costumes are not distributed unless the family 
account is at a zero balance, including tuition or any other fees. Costumes vary in cost.  

● Group range: $85-$150 
 
Competition Fees 
Competition fees vary from dance competition to dance competition. 

● Group range: $50-$75 per dancer/per routine 
 
 
Additional Fees  
Below are some of the additional costs you will want to keep in mind for the season.  

● Company makeup 
● Class attire 
● Rhinestones 
● Ballet shoes, tap shoes, jazz shoes, dance paws, hip hop sneakers, and/or any other shoes required for a 

routine 
 
Communication 
The faculty hours will be noted at the beginning of the season. From 9:00 am to 4:00 pm, Monday-Friday, Darci, 
Tabi, Joria and Tessa can be reached via email. Please avoid text messaging or calling faculty/staff on their personal 
cell phones. Most faculty will be in class after 4:00 pm and we ask that you reach out to the front desk if there is an 
emergency.  
 
 
Code of Conduct for Dancer and Parent 
 
Sportsmanship: As members of the team, the dancer and parent are expected to: 

● remember that we are participating in dance to have fun, share a passion for the arts, and make lifelong 
friendships.  

● strive to become familiar with and adhere to the rules and policies of the DK Stars, and any of the events 
we attend and will adhere to said rules/policies during all classes and rehearsals, public performances, 
workshops/conventions, and competitions.  



● be a positive role model for your child and their teammates, encourage sportsmanship and help maintain 
DK Stars culture by showing respect and courtesy, and by demonstrating positive support for all dancers, 
teachers, adjudicators, and other dancers and parents at every competition, rehearsal, or other events.  

● respect all teammates by acknowledging their intrinsic value as human beings, allowing them to maintain 
dignity, speaking to them in civilized tones, being mindful of my choice of words, listening to them, treating 
their ideas and opinions with due consideration, and generally treating them with kindness.  

● not engage in any kind of unsportsmanlike conduct with any dancer, teacher, adjudicator,  
parents/guardians, or other parents such as speaking negatively about DK Dance Productions, DK Dance 
Productions faculty, choreography, costumes, or dancers' abilities; refusing to congratulate other members 
of the team; belittling or teasing teammates; or using profane language. If a concern or conflict arises, the 
dancer/parent will follow up with the owner at an appropriate time. An appropriate time does not include 
rehearsal, dress rehearsal, competition, and/or in front of other team members/parents.  

● not correct fellow teammates (verbally or physically), belittle or tease teammates, instigate any physical 
contact with DK Dance Productions staff or students, or practice intolerance, prejudice/discrimination 
against fellow teammates. The dancer/parent understands that such behaviors WILL result in dismissal 
from the team.  

 
We (dancer/parent) understand that it is of the utmost importance to show respect for each other, the 
team, the faculty and staff, and all other humans we may come in contact with at competition, convention, 
or any community performance. No threats of harm (verbal or physical) will be exhibited towards any of 
the above knowing that suspension and/or dismissal from the team will be executed promptly to avoid 
harming the team.  
 
Dancer Physical Safety: As a member of the team, the dancer is expected to:  

● inform an instructor of any physical/mental challenges that may affect the safety of her/himself or the 
safety of others. The dancer understands that if her/his health/safety becomes a concern to the instructors, 
participation on the DK Stars will be reviewed.  

● understand the importance of eating and hydrating properly before each class, performance, and/or event. 
The dancer understands that healthy food and water will best fuel an athlete for optimal performance.  

● understand that proper rest is important for optimal performance for athletes. A good night’s sleep and 
managing all activities prior to class, rehearsal, and performance will yield the highest results.  

 
24 Hour Rule: As a member of the team (both parent and dancer), are expected to:  

● “sleep on it” for 24 hrs if there is a concern about behavior or adverse efforts of peers that don’t 
immediately inflict harm to anyone. Parents are expected to do the same.  

● understand that any concerns will be discussed in person with the parents of all parties involved. 
● understand that constructive feedback can be discussed with an instructor and the instructor will mediate 

the situation as they see fit or involve other members of the DK Stars Competitive Faculty.  
 
Social Media Usage: As a member of the team, the dancer is expected to:  

● ensure all social media postings are a positive reflection of him/herself and of the DK Stars  
● understand that as a member of the DK Stars, if anything of a harmful nature is posted that associates the 

team with negativity in any way, shape, or form, the dancer will be warned ONCE and then suspended from 
the team.  

● the faculty has the right to speak with the parents of the dancer and the dancer if inappropriate content is 
brought to their attention.  



 
No Tolerance: As a member of the team, the dancer/parent are expected to: 

● understand that under no circumstances, is bullying of any kind allowed or tolerated at DK Dance 
Productions. This includes but is not limited to verbal, physical, and/or the use of social media in a negative 
manner towards the business, the team (both parents and students), and DK Dance Productions 
staff/faculty.  

● understand that any position on the DK Stars will be reconsidered immediately for involvement in any 
bullying.  

● understand that all students and parents will be addressed if a situation does arise.  
● understand that if a member of DK Stars is involved in a theft in any form from another dancer, parent, or 

the business, they will be immediately dismissed.  
 
Acknowledgments:  

● As a parent, if I have a concern, I will email Ms. Darci immediately to discuss it either on the phone or in 
person, whichever is appropriate for the situation. I understand that failure to discuss in an appropriate way 
is not being a good teammate.   

● As a parent, I acknowledge that gossip with other parents or with my (or any) dancer is not beneficial to the 
team or any parties being discussed and only creates drama and discord within a team that is striving for 
success. I understand that this will be addressed directly with the parent/dancer involved. I understand that 
gossiping in any way, shape, or form, is not being a good teammate.  

● As a parent, I acknowledge that matters of finance, other parents, and/or other dancers, with my dancer, 
will cloud the head of my child and keep them from focusing on improving themselves and the team in 
general. I understand that my dancer’s behavior in class will likely be affected by discussions of these 
matters with him/her.  I understand that discussions in regards to finances are not beneficial to the team 
and thus not being a good teammate.  

● As a parent, any aggressive or accusatory, and/or violent behavior will not be tolerated towards parents, 
students, staff, and/or faculty. The family will be dismissed from the team immediately if any of the above 
arise. I understand that this is not being a good teammate.  

 
Building a successful team takes a village. Without the entire team rowing in the same direction, the team, 
itself, becomes the loser and will not grow or succeed. We want to build a team that works together and 
wants the absolute best for one another. Teamwork makes the dream work.  



   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


